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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir : 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Pursuant to the applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 
C.F.R. §1.56, the documents listed in the attached Form PTO-1449 
are brought to the attention of the Examiner. U.S. Patent No. 
5,852,434, International Publication No. WO 00/73983, 
International Publication No. WO 99/60469, International 
Publication No. WO 99/60468, International Publication No. WO 
99/60467, and International Publication No. WO 98/20466 are 
referenced by the subject specification. Most of the remaining 
documents were cited in an International Search Report and an 
International -Type Search Report which indicate each document's 
relevance . One copy of each Search Report and of each document 
is also enclosed. 


Applicants respectfully request that the documents cited in 
the Form PTO-144 9 be considered by the Examiner in connection 
with the above- identified application and that these documents 
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be made of record in the application. 

The citation of these documents is not a representation that 
these documents constitute a complete or exhaustive listing of 
the relevant art or that these documents are prior art. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
made before a first Office Action on the merits. 

No fee is deemed necessary in filing this Information 
Disclosure Statement. However, if any fee is required, 
authorization is given to charge any such fee to Deposit Account 
No. 03-3125. 


Respectfully submitted, 


I hereby certify that this paper is being 
deposited this date with the U.S. Postal Service 
as first class mail addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 
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